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Ben Brancel, secx’etary of
the Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection,
last week testified before the
Agriculture
Committee on “a smattering of
issues.” He was invited to brief

} ag committee members on ag-

related issues that they may

- have to address in the future.

Governor Scott McCallum

' has named former lawmaker and

DATCP chair as DATCP secre-
. tary. Harsdorf’s first day on the
JOb will be March 20.

.+ The issues Brancel talked .
about included the Veterinary
g Diagnosnc Laboratory (formerly
al

the vetennmy échool PIans

ty a large ammal 0sp!
in the plan, this

happen if the UW-
“'was able to raisé enough finds
* for the hospital by November of

this year. If the fund-raising was

sticcessful, the lab would'be
built on top of that hospit.al e

Brancel said.

“Few whole animals are
brought to lab,” Brancel pomted
“out: “The lab is-usually sent ani-
mal parts for diagnosis.” -

Vetermary Diagnostic. Labor—l
 atory is currently taking’

place. in
“We're down to two apphcants; th

"Brancel, who serves on an
' oversight committee that was. = D
estabhshed when th ammal :

from Michigan for slaughter,
Siroky said. “The TB situation in

Michigan is there because of the.

high number of deer that feed
on the same ground and inter-
mingle with cattle.”

Brancel urges every farmer
have a biosecurity plan or know
in advance how they will handle
guests who show up at their
farm.

Another animal issue that
will likely move to forefront in
this country is that of animal
identification. ."So far, we have
no- dnimal ID - system in
Wisconsin,” Brancel said; “But it

All members of the oversight.... plar

" committee who voted, voted in

favor of the lab locatlon,
although . .the..
Chancellor, - John - Torphy
abstamed from votmg, he added

new ..UW.

becatise as more plmits get up-

and _running, the amount of

is important because Canada, -

capitol update
‘Brancel Testifies on Ongomg Issues

added

As for the Pesticide
Database Pilot Program, Brancel
noted his recommendation has
been sent to the Joint Finance

- Committee. The pilot Brancel

favors would involve two sur-
veys; one done in an urban set-
ting and the other in a rural set-
ting. Residents would be asked
to keep available information
about how they've used pesti-
cides. While name and addresses
of those surveyed would be

" optional, respondents would be
- asked to fill out a form as com-

pletely as. possxble e

) 'f isa real need to help farmérs\
understancl the pracuces that -

. piece-meal ﬁnanc:al,
“Brancel warned,

Misc _pFof Y7

‘put together under Gov.

Thompson and that Gov.
McCallum supports in his budg-
et, is the result of those trips.

A total of 14 farms are,
involved in the Netherlands. In
Wisconsin, plans call for a num-
ber of Discovery Farms to be
located around the state. These
farms will include sites with dif-
ferent soil and water conditions.

In addition to UW-Platteville,
UW-Madison, UW-River Falls
and graduate students from UW-
Stevens Point will all be
involved,

A coordinating council that ' :
will mclude produoers, will help

'them thr ugh regulat;on or‘

o Ies not ha.rd to understa.nd

' - million people in one-fourth the

“developed in'the Netherlands to
I-was

deal’ th:h nonpoint

"farmer ‘successful in Wisconsin,

. land surface. Wisconsms popula- :
. tion is five mx]li,bn

“My ‘effort is to make evel

some Dutch producers to relo-
gﬁﬁe in Canada, MIChlan and

with Joan Sanstadt

uy
* there were a failure, we'd pay

the producer up front and then
argue with the bonding: compa--

- ny,” Brancel told the ag commit-

tee. .
. “By gomg to an mdemmty
fund, we could free up $180 mil-

ve . lion of “working capital for grain,
: YVegetable and da.try industries..
- That $180 million is what they

wouldn't have to pay to buy their

" bonds; This program will benefit

producers, farmers and proces-
sors and will pe easxer for the

S o aionet 1% wilsupport 1t Brancel sald.

Biotedmology

All products reéultmg from’

took the Deans of
“- Agricultu ~
Falls and Platteville, He also;

gl e; the next time he ‘asked  Shown farms that were for sale. - Tt abott o tl‘f:“feu‘:'sgse&;
. - - SWe've i
NR Secretary George Meyer t»o‘ - SWe've, given gmdance but have - advice o this committee. i that

join him; and on the not gone out on far_ms with

you start boning up ‘'on these,

took producers to the same

“environmental, farms” in bienrial budget isan apptopna-
Holland. - tion to help estabhsh a new fast, it's essential you learn what.
. “Every time peop}e came . - indemnity fuhd s 2 takmg place and whax is, gomg
- “because our produoer sécu- - On mbiotecknwlogy

back, they were very enthused,”
Brancel = sai Th Ag rity fund doesn't work. The new
Stewardshxp Imttatxv tha s - program would work more hkef

See Brancel, on Page
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Concern over the current ~

outbreak of hoof and mouth dis-
ease in Europe and Great
Britain, along with worries about

* BSE (mad cow disease), Johne's

disease and chronic wasting dis-
ease were all addressed by
Brancel under biosecurity.

“These diseases can erode
animal agriculture in Wisconsin
by public perception or by sci-
ence,” Brancel said. “BSE has
not been found in the U.S., due
to a strong USDA rule on not
using animal protein.” :

State Veterinarian Clarence
Siroky emphasized “any product
coming from a ruminant cannot
be fed back to a ruminant.”

‘Wisconsin’s new market
based program that encourages
on-farm testmg for Johne's has

* attracted inquiries from around

the country, Brancel noted. He’s

. made federal agencies aware of
" the need for funding for the test-

ing program. “I don't care if
states or the feds do the testing

* as long as it gets done.”

Chronic Wasting Disease or
CWD has mostly been found in
western states, “and it’s a dis-
ease | never want to see in
Wisconsin. We're working with

the federal government on this -

and at some time I'm sure there

" will be riles the ag committee

will be asked to look at,” Brancel
said. So far two.cases have been
found in Montana and both
herds have been depoptﬂated

“CWD exists in the wild, and -
¢ we haven't seen any case pop up

in about a year,” Siroky added.

- Responding to a question from a

committee member, Siroky said

- CWD has been found in mink,

sheep, deer, elk and cattle. “But
it appears the cause is different
in sheep. It is the same class of

_ disease as BSE,” he added.

The outbreak of foot and
mouth disease in England has
closed parks and schools and

. other public places. Authorities

.. in the U.S. are always on alert

for any indications of the disease
here. When there are unknown

~ animal deaths, a toxic response

 team is called to look at the ani-

mal or carcass. Funding for this

‘ team may be a future budget

item, Brancel said.
A new food safety lab at
Marshfield is also involved in

< testing for animal diseases.

The tuberculosis found in

.- Michigan herds is of concern to

Wisconsin authorities. So far TB
has been found in 13 Michigan
herds. “We’re monitoring ani--

mals that come into the state

“Banks are not looking at
the ethanol subsidy as a viable
option. You have to have a pro-

gram that will allow banks to '
depend on that revenue stream
for a longer period of time. We

looked at every major bank in

the state and they all said

financing is a major risk. If the

state is serious, you need to
establish the subsidy for a
longer term - that’s what will
give a bank comfort.”

Rep. Scott Suder (R-
Abbotsford) reminded Malchine
that subsidies were “a taxpayer
gift” and asked,” about how long
a subsidy should continue,”

Brancel reminded the com-
mittee that Minnesota has 14
ethanol plants and earmarks
$34 million for subsidies. “But a
subsidy .for ethanol means you
will have more farmers stay
farmiing. It is an investment; it is
‘taxpayer dollars; but we believe
this will help rural develop-
ment.”

Malchine said the present
program in the budget goes to
the year 2006. “Another five
years would be a tremendous
help because we need a solid,
dependable program,” he added

Environmental challenges
Brancel said concerns over
AFOQO/CAFO regulations, shore-

- land zene management and the

pesticide database are all issues
that will contmue to 1mpact
farmers.. - -

If the AFO/CAFO rules were
to go into effect in their present
form; the state of Wisconsin
would end up with 4,500 per-

" mitted farms instead of the 80 it

has right now. “T've argued that’s
not fighting pollution but a way
to get more personnel. The
money would be better spent if
it were paid to farmer to put in
practices on their farms,”

Brancel said. ‘
" When point source pollution

was being dealt with, bonding
could be'used for practices

because the way of combating
point source was bricks and

mortar. “When you get to the -

nonpoint program, you're not
battling something that comes
out of a pipe. You're talking
about salt, leaves and fertilizer
and you can't use bonded dol-
lars to-accomplish nonpomt
goals,” Brancel said.

Brancel doesn’t believe solu- -

tions for nonpoint problems
have to be expensive. “There
are huge benefits that can come
from low cost practices,” he

-
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— Brancel

Continued from Page 6.

“Using a human protein, |

pigs are bemg used right now
to grow organs for organ trans-

plants. Everyone is in favor of
organ transplants, but it can be

quite another story when peo-
ple start askmg where the

organg- came from.” Brancel. ag

warned

e»?f:‘i'
emp. ;
e e pubhc W111 d ,
: food safety be enhanced so

products coming from the farm .
" must have some kind of quality .
assurance. Such a program -

could’ be associated with
antibiotic use or enwronmental

stewardsmp and it will be run
by. t;hlrd party consumer‘,

Stray voltage A

Right now, there are two
issues associated with energy
and power to run industry. One
of those issues has to do with
power quality ‘and the other in

_getting power. The NIMBY

(Not In My Back Yard) attitude

is often’ heard when it comes

to placement of power plants
4 ransmlssmn hnes

someday agriculture ;will be
looked upon as the power
provider , through production
of methariol and wind power. I

often tell utilities they should"

be renting from farmers so
each farm‘beneﬁts If we don’t

problems, such ds Cahforma 1s
experiencing.” ;

When it comes to the issue
of stray voltage; Brancel said,
“this is probably one of my
true failures in the depart-
ment.”

H‘eéaid’, “Ninety-five per--

cent of stray voltage cases are
solved. But the other 5 percent

don’t know. There ar

; assurance is anoth-'w
Brancel wanted to .

“ still people who need help 4

+and some is not.
whal; it is-intend

. problem was found in
ill:. "tric boxes Where others had.

prov1de more | power,” " he ccym-k
tinued. “I'm fully convinced

could end' up'wnh ‘quanmy;

out there who say the

it all - but not everythmg
" works everywhere. I've asked
the Marshfield Clinic to look at’

human health and ‘animal

health issues that people say-
are associated with stray volt-

e.

results. But the same things -
sampling, equipment, and

results — are not accepted in’

the stray voltage area.
““Infact, we don't even get

m where we accept the same

eqmpment " he said.. -

-“Td hke to have resear'

" equipment analyzed for what
they’re supposed to do, asina

sort of consumers. approach
Some equlpment is very
expensive, some is overseld

Brancel told the com
about h1s “visi
Indlanhead Holst
Barron Coun '

looked, but not seen.”

Havmg people on szeff to’

inspect farm wiring would be a
help, Brancel believes. “We
need to look at how a farm is

wired? Is the right type of
‘wiring bemg used? How i

‘connected to the utility sys-
tem? Maybe we have to beef
up our efforts and work with
the Department of Commerce

‘cal mspectors

Thanks to Brancel

At the conclusion of the ag
committee hearing, Brancel-

was lauded and applauded by

committee members and by-
~DATCP Board Chair. John

Malchme

- -

: agnculture in this stat

_“It's not that we're protect-‘ e
ing anybody,” Brancel said, “In

the medical commumty, people
~ accept the way you pull. blood'
~ and nobody disputes ‘the

As for the 5 peieent that

»he most well-versed man in

you brought a real class t
department. I've never me
man who went mto an 1ssu‘ :
w1th' uch vxgar 5 Malc i

secretary. “I Want to exten
thanks to you, Ben..I
tragedy-for farmers of the state
and for all’ the people that’
your're out. You've been a real -
friend.” .

Rep. AI Ott (R-Forest
Junctlon), chaar of the ag com-

Rep. Ott asked members of

‘the ag committee to study an

saembly Jomt Resolution,

The resolunon chrects thatA ;
a copy of the resolution be
sent to the U.S. secretary of
agriculture, the U.S. Drug

‘Enforcement Agency, the

director of the office of nation-
al drug control policy, the
chairs of the U.S. Senate and
{ Representatives

. 'Congressxonal Delegatmn

Agriculture Committees and to
each member of the Wisconsin - -

blic hearmgs on non-

. point: administrative rules
-related to the design of the
‘nonpoint programs get under-
‘way next week.

Two hearings will be held

. at each site, with one getting
; :underway ae 1p. m. and the
n- - second at 6p.m..

It is just as 1mp6rtent for
farmers to attend this round of
heamggs as it was the sessions

‘held last spring. ;Many of the .

issues farmers brought up last
year have been incorporated
into the new proposal BUT
NOT ALL.

For more mformanon con-
tact your farm organization or

“call Carol Holden at the DNR
at 608-266- 0140 .

i g
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To:  Rep.AlOtt NS Jim Massey
° °p Editor/General Manager
From: Jim Massey PO Box 570

Date: 07/27/00 Eau Claire, Wl 54702-0570

Re: Dairy meetings 1-800-236-4004 ext. 3275

Fax 715-833-7438

Dear Al

| enjoyed our visit yesterday regarding your proposal to hold hearings for farmers to “vent” on milk
prices.

I'm enclosing the story from the Eau Claire hearing. As indicated in the story, the hearing “focused on
testimony from the University of Wisconsin System, farm organizations and dairy governing groups.” If
you have more hearings, | would suggest you may want to go at it from a different angle -- perhaps
focusing on testimony from producers. | think producers get frustrated when university types get up
and tell them what they already know. If you want to hold a dairy hearing for producers, then let
Average Joe Producer be the one who testifies. Not necessarily Dan Poulson, Bill Brey and Greg
Blaska, although they certainly can't be excluded.

Although there are probably not many concrete things that can be done at the state level to help dairy
farmer, it may be helpful to hold the hearings just to listen to ideas producers may have. Some states
have instituted a minimum milk price -- that may cost the state a lot of money, but you may hear that as
a proposed solution. You may hear sentiment for a dairy compact, although we both know that would
have limited value in a milk export state such as Wisconsin. You may hear a proposal to eliminate the
Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board. I'm not sure what you'll hear, but as you indicated on the phone,
maybe just giving producers an opportunity to talk is worth something.

| think you have to preface any discussion with the admission that there may not be much that can be
done to help at the state level. You don’t want to raise false hopes. But if you let producers know that
state government cares, that may be all you can do.

If you would like to discuss this further, don't hesitate to give me a call. I'l ook forward to a notice on
when and where you'll hold the hearings. I'll be happy to give your advance story prominent play, if you
want to call me for a brief interview.

I'll look forward to hearing from you.

“The Newspaper That Cares About Rural Life”
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Date: Fri 23-Jun-2000
Fublication: It

‘Low milk prices getting government's attention
Senate committee, farmers meet in city
By Tawny Colaizy
Leader-Telegram staff
Dairy farmer Greg Blaska was surprised to hear a state Senate committee was
getting involved in the milk pricing debate.
Pleasantly surprised, that ia, the Sun Prairie man said as hq* prepared to testlfy this
morning before the state Senate s Judiciary and Consumer Aﬁalrs Committee in Eau
Claire.
"I'm encouraged the committee is taking a look at the problgms of Wisconsin dairy
farmers " said Blaska, president of the World Dairy Expo. " cjnsider this very good
news."
The committee, with some members linked via satellite from Madison, met for an
informal hearing on the future of dairy farming.
Sen. Gary George, D-Milwaukee, the committee's chalrman, called for the hearing to
rekindle the debate over low milk prices.
"We want to raise the profile of the discussion of dalry farms because those family
farms are intrinsically an historic part of the economic and sodjal framework of
Wisconsin," George said. ‘
The hearing, at UW-Eau Claire's Mclintyre Library, fo¢used on testimony from the UW
System, farm organizations and dairy governing groups. :
Sen. Alice Clausing, D-Menomonie, chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture
Committee, also participated in the hearing. As the hearing beljan, seven
representatives of the dairy industry had signed up to testify.
Blaska said getting support from state governmental leader

legislation at the national level.
"We need the same leadership on the state level that the members of the Northeast

Compact got," Blaska said. "They had full cooperation from their state governments and
were able to pass hational legislation.” :
The Northeast Dairy Compact is compnsed of dairy farmersjin New England states

and allows them to receive higher milk prices than farmers elsewhere.

Paul Zimmerman, director of governmental relations for the Wisconsin Farm Bureau,
told the committee to maintain the use-value assessment, whigh has saved farmers
money by allowing them to pay property taxes based on the agricultural value of their
land, rather than market value. :

However, Zimmerman encouraged the committee to chang, the use-value legislation
in a way that would include farmers' nonproductive land, such as wood lots, in the
use-value formuia.

Earlier this week area dairy farmers gathered in Tilden to support a national Fourth of
July milk strike to protest unprecedented low milk prices. In Navember the amount paid
for 100 pounds of milk, about 12 gallons, fell to below $10. The basic pay for milk
produced in May was $9.37,

George said he belioves it is time for sta’te government fo gqt more invelved in the
dairy pricing issue.

is essential to passing
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"We think this issue has to be addressed now, in anticipation of the next budget
session in January," he said.

Colaizy can be reached at 833-6202, (800) 236-7077 or tawny.colaizy@ecpc.com.
st
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Full Text:

Low milk prices getting government’s attention
Senate committee, farmers meet in city

By Tawny Colaizy

Leader-Telegram staff

Dairy farmer Greg Blaska was surprised to hear a state Senate committe

e was
getting involved in the milk pricing debate.

Pleasantly surprised, that is, the Sun Prairie man said as he prepared
to

testify this morning before the state Senate’s Judiciary and Consumer

Affairs

Committee in Eau Claire.

"I'm encouraged the committee is taking a look at the problems of Wisc
onsin

dairy farmers," said Blaska, president of the World Dairy Expo. "I con
sider ‘

this very good news."

The committee, with some members linked via satellite from Madison, me
t for an
informal hearing on the future of dairy farming.

Sen. Gary George, D-Milwaukee, the committee’s chairman, called for th

e
hearing to rekindle the debate over low milk prices.

"We want to raise the profile of the discussion of dairy farms because
Page 1
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those
family farms are intrinsically an historic part of the economic and so
cial

framework of Wisconsin, " George said.

The hearing, at UW-Eau Claire’s McIntyre Library, focused on testimony

from
the UW System, farm organizations and dairy governing groups.

Sen. Alice Clausing, D-Menomonie, chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture
Committee, also participated in the hearing. As the hearing began, sev

en
representatives of the dairy industry had signed up to testify.

Blaska said getting support from state governmental leaders is essenti

al to
passing legislation at the national level.

"We need the same leadership on the state level that the members of th

e
Northeast Compact got," Blaska said. "They had full cooperation from t

heir
state governments and were able to pass national legislation."

The Northeast Dairy Compact is comprised of dairy farmers in New Engla

nd
states and allows them to receive higher milk prices than farmers else

where.

Paul Zimmerman, director of governmental relations for the Wisconsin F

arm
Bureau, told the committee to maintain the use-value assessment, which
has .

saved farmers money by allowing them to pay property taxes based on th
e

agricultural value of their land, rather than market value.

However, Zimmerman encouraged the committee to change the use-value
legislation in a way that would include farmers’ nonproductive land, s

uch as
wood lots, in the use-value formula.

Earlier this week area dairy farmers gathered in Tilden to support a n

ational

Fourth of July milk strike to protest unprecedented low milk prices. I
n

November the amount paid for 100 pounds of milk, about 12 gallons, fel
1 to

below $10. The basic pay for milk produced in May was $9.37.

George said he believes it is time for state government to get more in

Page 2
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volved
in the dairy pricing issue.

"We think this issue has to be addressed now, in anticipation of the n
ext
budget session in January," he said.

Colaizy can be reached at 833-9202, (800) 236-7077 or tawny.colaizy@ec
pc.com.

s t
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Sobocinski, Ray

From: Rossmiller, Dan T
Sent: ‘ Monday, June 19, 2000 2:56 PM T
To: - Sobocinski, Ray

Subject: , . Sen. Judncuary & Consumer Affairs Hearmg--Testlmony

or your information, here are the people who have agreed to testify at

the dairy hearing.
e}

1. Gary Frank, Farm Management Specialist, Center for Dairy Profitability at the UW-
Madison.

2. Bill Brey, president, Wisconsin Farmers Union.

3. Janet Nelson, dairy farmer and member of the National Dairy Board.

4. Dareen Van Ruden, a small dairy farmer from Westby.

5. Greg Blaska, president of B Farms in Marshall and with the World Dairy Expo.

6. Either Brad Barham or Douglas Jackson-Smith, co-directors of the Program on

“Agricultural Technology Studies at the UW- ~-Madison.
7. Roger Cliff, Director of Governmental Relations, Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation.

(We may also have several others. I am not making these arrangements directly but will

try to let you know if others commit to testify.)



Rasmussen, Pat

From: Sobocinski
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2000 3:26 PM >
To: Huelsman ____ ____ ——

Subject: FW: compact statement
Importance: High
Senator,

Found some stuff in my e-mail files, if you still need it for Ott's office.

----- Original Message--—-

From: Roehl, Dan [mailto:Dan.Roehi@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2000 2:11 PM

To: Sobocinski, Ray

Subject: compact statement

| have attached Mark's statement before the Judiciary Committee out here on the Compact. | will also include some
background with this e-mail. Next year, the East Coast Reps are going to have to try and renew the compact. |, MArk,
does not believe they will be able to extend it this year. It is our hope that the eastern reps will fail in their attempt to do
this. | think Congress as a whole is starting to move against the eastern guys on this issue. There are too many free
traders who do not feel comfortable supporting a trade barrier within the U.S. Here is the background and mark's

statement:

<<Agriculture, Compact, Statement for Judiciary hearing.doc>>

Dairy Compacts Background

The 1996 farm bill gave the Secretary of Agriculture the power to grant the New England states the authority to enter into a
regional dairy compact. Under the authorizing statute, this authority ends at the same time as the adoption of the required -
consolidation of federal milk marketing orders, which was set in current law as October 1, 1999.

The legislatures of the six New England states agreed to enter into a dairy compact that would create an interstate

commission with the power to set a minimum price paid by dairy
processors to dairy farmers in the six New England states at a level above the federal minimum price. However, any
proposed interstate compact had to be approved by Congress, as required by the interstate commerce clause of the U.S.

Constitution.

New England farm groups support the compact because they believe that the current minimum milk prices dictated by
federal milk marketing orders are not sufficient to cover the cost of producing milk on family-sized farms, thus forcing
many dairy farmers out of business.

The strongest opponent of the Northeast compact has been Upper Midwest dairy producer groups which maintain that the
compact artificially encourages. the production of milk

within the compact region at the expense of other parts of the country that have lower production costs and can sell at
lower prices. In addition, opponents maintain that the compact could set a precedent for other regions and industries to
protect themselves from competition, an action which critics maintain is anti-consumer and market-distorting.

In late May 1997, New England dairy farmers gave nearly unanimous approval to a compact commission-proposed
minimum price of $16.94 per cwt. for Class | milk in the compact region. (This compares with an average minimum fluid
milk price of $14.82 for the first 8 months of 1997 in the New England milk marketing order; a 1996 average of $16.88; and
a 1995 average of $14.87.) The $16.94 floor price became effective on July 1, 1997 and currently serves as the floor price
for farm milk used for fluid consumption in the Northeast compact region.

Following the creation of the Northeast compact, many other states expressed interest in either joining the Northeast
compact or forming a new, separate compact in the South. Current law allows New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,

1



-

Delaware, and Maryland to join the Northeast compact as long as their membership is approved by their respective state
legislatures and by the Congress. All five state legislatures have approved membership;

congressional approval is pending. Fourteen other states, mainly in the South, have approved membership of their states
in a new Southern dairy compact, which is also awaiting congressional approval.

Current Compact Issues

Extending the Sunset Date. The 1996 farm bill (P.L. 104-127) required the Northeast dairy
compact to terminate upon implementation of federal milk marketing order
reforms.

P.L. 104-127 mandated an April 4, 1999 deadline date for these reforms. However, a provision in the Omnibus

Consolidated and Emergency Appropriations Act, 1999 (P.L.
105-277 extended the deadline date for reform to October 1, 1999, which in effect extended the life of the dairy compact

until that date. On September 28, 1999, a federal judge
granted a temporary restraining order requested by Northeast dairy farm groups to prohibit USDA from implementing its
final rule for federal milk marketing order pricing reform on October 1.

Since the termination of the dairy compact is directly tied to the implementation date of order reform, the compact did not
terminate on October 1.

A provision in the dairy legislation.

(H.R. 3428)was enacted as part of the FY2000 consolidated appropriations act (P.L. 106-113), H.R. 3194) extends
authority for the Northeast dairy compact by 2 years until September 30, 2001. The measure does not address the
extension of membership in the compact to the five states (NY, NJ, PA, DE and MD), which have approved membership in
the compact at the state legislature level. Congressional approval is required before these states can join the Northeast

compact.
Northeast Compact Supply Management Program.

The Northeast Dairy Compact Commission has issued proposed regulations for a supply management program that the
Commission says will help prevent potential overproduction of milk in the Northeast region. Critics of the dairy compact
contend that the higher mandated farm milk prices under the compact encourage farmers in the region to overproduce
milk, which they say depresses milk prices for dairy farmers in other regions.

The proposed rule would provide for an assessment of 5 cents per hundredweight (cwt.) on all farm milk sold within the
compact region. At the end of the year, the annual funds collected would be refunded to any compact eligible producer
who increased his annual milk production by less than 1%.

One-half of the total amount refunded would be divided equally among all eligible compact producers; the other half would
be distributed based on the total volume of milk produced during the year. A hearing on the proposed rule was held on

April 5, 2000.

In May, farmer members of the compact voted to approve the rule. The rule is expected to be finalized and printed in the

Federal Register on July 1, 2000. Supporters of the
assessment say that it will control potential excess production of milk in the Northeast and help limit the purchase of

surplus dairy products by USDA.

Opponents contend that the supply management program will be ineffective, and that it is designed more to fend off
criticism of the compact as its sunset date approaches later next year.

Massachusetts State Legislature Action on Rescinding Compact Membership.

The Massachusetts State Senate voted in late May 2000 as part of the state's annual budget plan to withdraw
Massachusetts from the Northeast dairy compact and instead allocate $3 million annually for a trust fund to benefit state
dairy farmers. The Senate bill is in conference with the House budget bill, which does not contain a comparable provision.

Supporters of the provision to remove Massachusetts from the compact contend that consumers in the state are
contributing significantly more to the compact than the benefits accruing to Massachusetts dairy farmers. Major Northeast
dairy farmer groups have spoken out in opposition to the rescinding provision. If Massachusetts were to leave the
compact, it could potentially threaten the membership of Connecticut and Rhode Island, since current law requires a
member state to be contiguous to another member state.

2
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Proposed Southern Dairy Compact. H.R. 1604 and S.J. Res. 22

As introduced in late April 1999, would grant congressional approval for a new Southern dairy compact. The following
states already have enacted legislation approving membership in a Southern dairy compact. Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and
West Virginia. Other states likely to consider membership are Texas and Florida. Congressional approval for the Southern
compact was considered during conference deliberations on the FY2000 agriculture appropriations bill.

A threatened filibuster by Upper Midwest legislators forestalled this action. Authority for a Southern compact also was not
included in the subsequent dairy legislation (H.R. 3428) adopted by Congress that extended the authority of the Northeast

compact for 2 years.
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Agricultural Issues - Informational Hearing - March 1, 2001

Invited Speakers:

Ben Brancel, Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection
Dr. Clarence Siroky, State Veterinarian, Animal Health Director DATCP

John Malchine, President Board of Directors DATCP

Barbara Knapp, Director Budget & Accounting DATCP

Vet Lab Location Update —

New director of Lab is being selected.

Lab will be a stand alone building, next to vet school.

Large animal hospital was discussed but at this time not supported by industry to
be built at the same time and place as the Vet Lab.

If raise enough funds by Nov.2001, will consider Lab on top of Hospital.

Vet school students will help run the lab.

Lab will be more than diagnostics.

No large animal traffic expected since usually work with specimens —parts.

Do not usually get whole animal, and if yes it's dead.

Biosecurity — Mad Cow Disease, Johne’s, Chronic Wasting Disease
Marshfield Clinic will do food safety tests on cheese and milk products.

Important issue, need all 4 departments to work together to get it done:
1) Marketing

2) Food safety

3) Resource management

4) Animal health

Johne’s -
Wisconsin approach is market based, encourages testing.
Money needed.
Have good resources on advisory council — Mike Collins.




Biosecurity continued —

CWD Chronic Wasting Disease —
Affects elk and deer.
BSE -similar bovine sponge like disease

MAD COW / BSE -
No cases in captive animals in US.
Program to address disease is not yet in place, but is being worked on.

Created holes in the brain/ sponge like.
Caused by different things in different animals.

Feed that comes from a ruminant should not be fed to a ruminant.
Ruminant = hoofed, usually horned animals such as cattle, sheep, goats,
deer. Not pigs.

How can the public help? Volunteer samples? — Food Safety Dept. needs
to be alerted to pull samples when there is suspicion of something wrong.

DNR is working on info/education initiatives to alert markets, hunters to
disease.

Bovine TB -
Big issue in Michigan.
Huge feeding stations contribute to spread of the disease among animals.
Stopping feeding is not necessarily the answer.

Wild deer are tested in WI.

Tests are done where large concentrations of animals are and where
previous cases have been found.

Animal Id System -

Currently not in US, and not in WI. But needed.
Canada, Europe and Mexico have. Needed for trade.

Need a single system to make it work.
Ben has people at DATCP working on it.
General public is warming up to the idea.

Great sales tool for marketing.




International marketing —
Progress is being made. Increase of 9% in exports.

New Co-op Bureau is being created to search for more products in ADD grant
program.

Bio-diesel —

Other states are using bio-diesel fuels.

Becoming new standard with use of soybeans, other oils.

Some states require it for school busses etc.

Selling price is $1.30.

Ethanol -
14 plants in Minnesota deal with Ethanol.
Banks in WI will not touch ethanol.
Producer credit, direct payment to company best since guarantees that
would give bank comfort.
Impact study done by corn growers, indicates better jobs, transportation,
and investments.

How long will the subsidy be needed before self-sufficient?

Ben says that Minnesota has subsidized $34 million already and will be
increasing amount.

Subsidy helps by
Lessening transportation costs.
Increasing corn profits.
Less land sold. ,,
More farmers stay in farming.
Timetable - John Malchine
5 years of subsidy would be most helpful.
Need solid dependable program to help gain financing.

Technology is increasing corn product use fast.

Need time frame for business not for industry.




CAFO’s —
Ben wants to send message to DC that we need a common way to address the

issues. 4
Huge resources are required, people in order to give permits to 4,500 facilities.

- Non-point -

GPR $ are needed, can help for low cost shorter term projects.
Can not use bonded dollars alone.

Pesticide database -
No options selected, instead will try pilot project.
Include survey to find out how much the public uses, how informed it is and how
accurate their knowledge is, then to create a better system.
Do not want to waste money trying to set something up and have it fail.

Need research material, information to help in policy development.

Global Economy -
Ben wanted to know what other countries are doing, particularly European
Because there past problems are our current problems and their current
problems are our future problems. Benefits us to learn what is out there.

Ben’s focus was the environment side of ag, especially cost factors and
regulatory factors.

Stewardship / Discovery Farms —

Require extra costs like bookkeeping.

DATCP has asked for a single position to coordinate the efforts and
activities between campuses and farms

Need to look at how it'is funded and how it is handled.

Looking at the proposal, see holes in funding and piece meal financial
support is not good.




Global Economy continued -

Foreign farmers here —
Why would a farmer from the Netherlands want to come to Wisconsin?
Because they have the same number of farms but much smaller land

size.
They pay farmers to leave!

Indemnity Fund / Producer Security Fund -

An insurance policy of sorts.
Producer is assessed according to risk.

Borrow $2 million from Ag. Chem. Program then repay once program on.
Eventually what it will do is free up capital for producers.

Rather than getting a bond that you hang onto until needed in case of
failure. Fund gets you ahead with security.

$180 million working capital saved.

Does not impact farmer payments.
Does not require new money in the budget but changes the entity.

Biotechnology —
Product is taken from an embryo and used to create a new life,

Cloning in not used in the same manner.

Gene displacement —

Has created advances into the future.
Regulation will be needed as science leaps faster ahead.




Global Economy continued —
Biotechnology continued-

Quality Assurance —
Food safety enhancement for farms.
Firms are asking for signatures on forms, backing up info on feed
and general health of animals. If a single farmer handled i, then it

works out but if animals are sold at Equity for example, then run
into problems because their livestock originates all over.

Aquaculture —

Stray voltage —

95% are solvable cases and the other 5% are not.
Hard to find answers for some of these issues.

When look at the medical practice see same guidelines for
sampling

equipment
results

While the stray voltage area has no acceptance of any one way.
Electrical review of farms needed.
Approach as electrical wiring issue rather than stray voltage.

Need to work with commerce and co-ops.




Other issues —

Processing plants —
Bill is being worked on that addresses the interstate shipment of small
processing plants. There is debate in Texas court about the outcome of
one case. After this case is settled more info will be forthcoming...

Power —

Ben is convinced that farms will eventually provide power. Through wind
or methane or some other forms.

WI Land Council —

What role does it play in development?
Seems to have challenges and not sure what role to play.

Ag Financing -
Rep. Gronemus will author bill requiring that all contracts be in duplicate

rather than copied. Banks work with duplicate forms.
Hope is that this will eliminate problem areas with loans and such.

Joint hearing —
Committee members suggest that Assembly Ag and Senate Labor and

Agriculture committee should meet together to cover some issues such
as the budget.

Quality Assurance —

Ben would like research on products being sold for quality.




BUDGET ISSUES -

Ben was asked to do a 5% reduction at DATCP of operation costs.

Run 50/50 now on programs, half funded by state half by federal dollars.
If take out state money, will lose federal programs.

Secretary’s office handles program, policy and such.
If need to loose $221, 000 = 20 positions would need to be eliminated ($54,000
per average salary).

1990 = 699.84 employees
now = 660.18 employees

Even though lost people due to vet lab closing, gained when took on Consumer
Protection Department.

If they have to let people go, how can he allocate people elsewhere?

Farmland Preservation —

Land conservation board levies $ to counties.
Want better way to address back taxes and such...

$ issue has not been analyzed

World Center Authority -
Obsolete. Board was disbanded years ago.

Al said that he is upset because he is on the board and they did not have
a single meeting! (just kidding)

Amendments —

Ben encourages members of committee to talk to new secretary before
caucus meetings take place to determine which matters DATCP will be
focusing on.




‘Concerns / Issues brought up by John Malchine, President of DATCP Board

Bio-security —
Destroying the beef industry

Consumer Protection —
Area of DATCP that needs more attention

Ag Chem Fund -
Money is being taken away for other programs

Biotech —
Challenges ahead for exports
Brazil is a sleeping giant

Environment -
The way US is handling the environment is good in comparison to what is

happening worldwide. Amazon River for example is a landfill in some
areas.

At the tail end of the meeting, Al mentioned the
1) Hemp resolution — wanted members to consider committee as author

2) Summer listening sessions report — ideas for legislation or amendments
3) Sub-committee creation — brainstorm on possible ideas

MATERIALS TO BE SENT TO MEMBER OFFICES regarding these last items.
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Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

Ave M. Bie, Chairperson 610 North Whitney Way
Joseph P. Mettner, Commissioner P.O. Box 7854
Robert M. Garvin, Commissioner Madison, WI 53707-7854
May 29, 2001
The Honorable Alvin Ott MAY 3 0 ZUm

The State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 318 North
Madison, WI 53702

Re:  Cooperatives Voluntary First Time Investigation Stray Voltage Data
Dear Representative Ott:

As you requested in your letter of May 7, 2001, I contacted Mr. David Jenkins, Manager of the
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA), regarding submission of electric
cooperatives’ first time stray voltage investigation data to our program. He responded by letter that
I have enclosed for your review. I believe he has adequately outlined what I have requested from
the cooperatives regarding data.

WECA’s central office will submit the data on behalf of the individual cooperatives. The data
- will be used to compile information from time to time that allows the Public Service Commission
(PSC) and other relevant governmental concerns to better serve the public.

The letter also acknowledges their volunteer participation in our program. As you know, we have
always had a very good working relationship with electric cooperatives in this state. This is another
fine example of their willingness to help support our statewide efforts.

Thank you again for your letter and your continued support. If you need further assistance,
please call me at (608) 267-6718.

Sincerely,

ﬂ’l_a.&bﬂw@wbz,y

Mark A. Cook, Electrical Inspector
Program Manager
Rural Electric Power Services

MAC:]jv:L:\letter\Rep Ott SV 5-24-01
Enclosure

cc: Chairperson Ave M. Bie, PSC
Secretary Jim Harsdorf, DATCP
David Jenkins, WECA
Bob Fick, WUA
Dave Hansen, DATCP
Paul Nelson, PSC
Jim Loock, PSC

Telephone: (608) 266-5481 Fax: (608) 266-3957 TTY: (608) 267-1479
Home Page: http://www.psc.state.wi.us E-mail: pscrecs@psc.state.wi.us
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3-Aq: 58
May 22, 2001 | RECE) VED )

Mr. Mark Cook : 05
Wisconsin Public Service Commission Q& "LQ) v . é\OQ
610 North Whitney Way §\$\ 0\\3\
Madison, WI 53705 ~ e

Dear Mr. Cook: ?/\Q

This letter is written as a follow-up to our conversation in which you described the current program wherein
information is submitted to you on a regular basis from the various Wisconsin utilities. You have advised me that
the useful information that is provided to you falls into basically three categories, which are: information concerning
a periodic inventory of copperweld conductor used in the primary distribution system; information concerning the
amount of replacement or reconductoring of primary distribution line complete on an annual basis in rural areas; and
the submission of data (following a PSC generated format) of first-time stray voltage on farm investigation
information conducted by the electric cooperatives. In order to assist the Commission, the electric distribution
cooperatives (through my office) agree to provide the PSC with this information. The cooperatives will do so on a
voluntary basis, with a view toward assisting the Commission in its work concerning electrical issues in rural areas
in Wisconsin.

In regard to the third point, since the cooperatives are sensitive to the confidential nature of information provided by
farm members, if any members object to the cooperatives providing information about their farm to the PSC, the
cooperatives will refrain from giving you data concerning that particular member.

I will be submitting this information concemmg copperweld conductor and the information on line replacement and
have requested our members to begin using your format specific data chart for new first-time mvestlgatlons We
will attempt to follow the same reporting cycle as the utilities, which you have advised is every six months.

I would sincerely appreciate it if you would acknowledge our willingness to participate in the submission of data that
conforms with the methods that you have in place for the utilities in Wisconsin. If you have any additional requests
or concerns regarding providing this data from the cooperatives, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.
Thank you for your kind assistance.

Very truly yours,

David J. Jenkms
Manager, WECA Division
Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatlves

“Call the energy professionals at your electric cooperative today”




Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

Ave M. Bie, Chairperson 610 North Whitney Way
Joseph P. Mettner, Commissioner P.O. Box 7854
Robert M. Garvin, Commissioner ) Madison, W1 53707-7854

May 29, 2001

Mr. David Jenkins, Manager, WECA Division
Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives

30 West Mifflin Street, Suite 401

Madison, WI 53703

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

I received your letter of May 22, 2001, regarding submission of data to the Public Service
Commission (PSC) from the cooperatives in the state. You have adequately outlined what I
requested from the cooperatives regarding data. The data will be used to compile information from
time to time that allows the PSC and other relevant governmental concerns to better serve the
public. Your letter acknowledges the volunteer participation in our program, and I will inform
Representative Alvin Ott, Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture, of your assistance
in this matter.

I appreciate your willingness to help support our statewide efforts and your prompt response. I am
pleased to affirm that the electric cooperatives have always been eager to work with us on this

important policy issue.
Thank you again for your letter. If you need further assistance, please call me at (608) 267-6718.

Sincerely,

Marko A - d‘“”béﬁgf

Mark A. Cook, Electrical Inspector
Program Manager
Rural Electric Power Services

MAC:]jv:I:\letter\Jenkins SV repring 5-01

cc: Chairperson Ave M. Bie, PSC
Secretary Jim Harsdorf, DATCP
epresentative Al Ott
Bob Fick, WUA
Dave Hansen, DATCP
Jim Loock, PSC Chief Engineer

Telephone: (608) 266-5481 Fax: (608) 266-3957 ‘ TTY: (608) 267-1479
Home Page: http://www.psc.state.wi.us E-mail: pscrecs@psc.state.wi.us




May 7, 2001

Mr. Mark A. Cook, Manager

Rural Electric Power Services

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 7854

Madison, WI 53707-7854

Mr. Dave Hansen

Rural Electric Power Services

Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection
P.O. Box 8911

Madison, WI 53708-8911

Dear Messrs. Cook and Hansen:

Thank you for providing the information | requested regarding the type of data currently
collected from investor-owned utilities and for the acknowledgement that obtaining data
from electric cooperatives would provide more complete statewide statistics.

As Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture, | respectfully ask that the
Public Service Commission embark on a formal request at your earliest convenience to
obtain similar data from the electric cooperatives and unregulated electrical utilities
serving rural areas as it currently does with investor-owned utilities.

By including reports of first time stray voltage investigation data from all utilities, the
Public Service Commission would create a more complete database for future analysis
of stray voltage and other electrical problems. My hope is that cooperatives could
voluntarily submit such information without incurring additional administrative costs.
Your suggestion to utilize the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association central office
as the responsible party for submitting the data on behalf of the individual cooperatives
sounds practical.

Thank you in advance for cooperating with this request and for submitting an official
appeal to the electric cooperatives for their data.

Sincerely,

Representative Al Ott, Chairman
Assembly Committee on Agriculture




Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

Ave M. Bie, Chairperson 610 Noi'th Whitney Way
Joseph P. Mettner, Commissioner P.O. Box 7854
Robert M. Garvin, Commissioner Madison, WI 53707-7854
April 4, 2001
TO: THE HONORABLE AL OTT

FROM: Mark A. Cook, REPS Program Manager Kg[/
Richard S. Reines, Public Service Enginee

RE: PSC Utility Stray Voltage Database

Since 1988, the Public Service Commission’s RLral Electric Power Services Program has
required investor owned utilities to@ ; .
"he following information detalls the contents and structure of the database that
was created from the submitted utility data.

The utility database was constructed according to the attached specifications. Each investor-
owned utility collects the data over specific six-month periods (Jan. — Jun., Jul. — Dec.) and
submits a completed report to the PSC during the next six-month period. The data is submiited
in either a Microsoft Access database format or a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet format. Each row
of data represents one farm and there are 46 columns with data points, as detailed below, to
report the data for that particular farm. The data can then be analyzed for trends over time,
averages, distributions and other statistical properties. Data that is unattainable or unknown is
left blank.

The data specifications listed below contain six columns. The first column describes the data
point in plain language. The second column lists the exact spelling and wording for the column
header in the database. The third column describes the data type, whether it is numerical or
textual. The fourth column describes the number of places or spaces the particular data entry
occupies (essentially, the width of the column). The fifth column gives a range (minimum to
maximum or allowable submissions) for the entries in each data type. The last column provides
an example of typical data from the database. Generally, the data encompasses the particulars of
the farm and the utility system, and records the results from the first-time stray voltage testing.

MAC:RSR:]jv:S:\Letters\Ott Attach memo 4-01

Enclosures

Telephone: (608) 266-5481 Fax: (608) 266-3957 TTY: (608) 267-1479
Home Page: http://www.psc.state.wi.us E-mail: pscrecs@psc.state.wi.us




First time investigations data specifications

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

Data Field name Data Length Range Example
type
Visit date VISITDAT Date 10 ANY 04/02/200
1

Wis. Region’ LOCATION Text 2 C-WC SC
Miles to substation DISTSUBS Single 10 ANY 4.5
Grounds per Mile GROUNDS_ Integer 8 1 AND UP 12
End of line?” END_LINE Text 2 Y/N N
Primary voltage PRIM_VOL Integer 8 2400 — 25000 7200
Size of phase conductor PHASCNDC Text 12 ANY 1/0 ACSR
Size of neutral conductor | NEUTCNDC Text 12 ANY 8A CW
Feeder phase type’ FEEDR_PH Integer 8 12,34 3
kVA transformer rating TRANSFOR Single 10 5 AND UP 37.5
SNVD measured” MEASVLTD Single 10 ANY 1.54
SNVD calculated CALCVLTD Single 10 ANY 1.45
Secondary phase type5 SECND_PH Integer 8 1,2,34 1
Source resistance at cow SRCE_RES Single 10 ANY 271
contact ~
Shunt resistance at cow SHUNTRES Integer 8 Usually 500 501
contact
Vpnref® worst case PRIMARYN Single 10 ANY 1.27
Vsnref’ worst case SECNDRYN Single 10 ANY 1.30
Vcc worst case CCA_VOLT Single 10 ANY 0.258
Non-farm source? NONFARMS Text 2 Y/N N
As-found® EPP?’ ASF_EPP Text 2 Y/N N
As-found EGS?"" ASF_EGS Text 2 Y/N N
As-found isolation transf. ASF_ISOT Text 2 Y/N N
As-found 4-wire system ASF_4WIR Text 2 Y/N N
Recomm.'' More ONF_GROU Text 2 Y/N Y
grounds
Recomm. EPP ONF_EPP Text 2 Y/N N
Recomm. EGS ONF_EGS Text 2 Y/N N
Recomm. Isolation ONF_ISOT Text 2 Y/N N
transf.

! See attached table for regions vs. counties

2 End of line is within % mile of end of a feeder or a tap off the feeder of more than %2 mile.
3 Types: 1 — single phase, 2 = two phase, 3 = three phase, 4 = mixed phases
* Worst case secondary neutral voltage drop encountered

3 Types: 1 — single phase, 2 = two phase, 3 = three phase, 4 = mixed phases
¢ Primary neutral to reference voltage

7 Secondary neutral to reference voltage

® Record as-found condition before any testing

® EPP = Equi-potential plane

10 EGS = Electronic grounding system

! Recommendations as a result of testing for on-farm and off-farm




Data Field name Data Length Range Example
type
Recomm. 4-wire system ONF_4WIR Text 2 Y/N N
Recomm. Larger neutral ONF_NEUC Text 2 Y/N N
cond.
Recomm. Balance 120-v. ONF_BALI1 Text 2 Y/N N
phases
Other recomm. ONF_OTHE Text 12 ANY NONE
Recomm. Pri. Syst. OFF_GROU Text 2 Y/N Y
grounds
Recomm. Larger Primary OFF_NEUC Text 2 Y/N N
Neut. cond.
Recomm. Re-build OFF_RBUI Text 2 Y/N N
primary system
Recomm. Bury OFF_BURY Text 2 Y/N N
counterpoise
Recomm. Balance phases OFF_BALA Text 2 Y/N N
Other primary recomm. OFF_OTHE Text 12 ANY NONE
Recomm. Isolate neutrals NEUTISOL Text 2 Y/N N
Is fencer ok? FENCEROK Text 2 Y/N Y
Stanchion bonded? MILKSTAN Text 2 Y/N Y
Pipeline bonded? MILKPIPE Text 2 Y/N Y
Pulsation electric? ELECTPUL Text 2 Y/N Y
Size of herd ” HERDSIZE Integer 8 ANY 75
On DHIA? TESTPROG Text 4 Usually DHI DHI
or NONE
RHA lbs™ MILKPROD Integer 8 ANY 15892
SCC (x1,000)"* SCC_THOU Integer 8 ANY 329
LOCATION COUNTIES
C Adams, Green Lake, Juneau, Marquette, Portage, Waupaca, Waushara, Wood
EC Brown, Calumet, Door, Fond du Lac, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Outagamie,
Sheboygan, Winnebago

NC Clark, Iron, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Price, Taylor, Vilas

NE Florence, Forest, Langlade, Marinette, Menominee, Oconto, Shawano

NW Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Polk, Rusk, Sawyer,

Washburn

SC Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Green, Jefferson, Rock

SE Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha

SW Crawford, Grant, Iowa, Lafayette, Richland, Sauk, Vernon

wC Buffalo, Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, Pepin, Pierce, St.

Croix, Trempealeau

12 Number of actively milking cows at time of test

B RHA of record on day of test

14 Somatic cell count of record on day of test



March 26, 2001

Mr. Mark A. Cook, Manager

Rural Electric Power Services

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 7854

Madison, WI 53707-7854

Mr. Dave Hansen

Rural Electric Power Services

Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection

P.O. Box 8911

Madison, WI 53708-8911

Dear Messrs. Cook and Hansen:

The Assembly Committee on Agriculture discussed a number of issues in connection
with your March 15, 2001 presentation to the committee. You noted that investor-owned
utilities, at the direction of the Public Service Commission, are supplying certain information on
a semi-annual basis regarding progress both in addressing stray voltage issues and in
modernizing the rural electric grid. Some of our knowledge of the success of the state programs
is based on this information.

Committee members had a brief discussion regarding the potential for electric
cooperatives to supply this information, and the potential value of that information. Due to the
full committee agenda, there was not time to fully discuss this issue.

So that the committee can determine whether it should play a role in seeking to obtain
information from the electric cooperatives on the stray voltage issue, could you please describe
the information that investor-owned utilities currently provide and the value of any knowledge
the state would gain by having the same or similar information supplied by the electric
cooperatives?

Thank you for your presentation to the committee and thank you for your cooperation
with this further request.

Sincerely,

Representative Al Ott, Chairperson
Assembly Committee on Agriculture
3rd Assembly District
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April 4, 2001

The Honorable Al Ott

The State Assembly APR 0 6 2001

State Capitol, Room 318 North
Madison, WI 53708

Re:  Utilities Reporting Stray Voltage Data
Dear Representative Ott:

Thank you for your letter. It was our distinct pleasure to share our program’s success with your
committee.

As you know, the state agencies charged with the responsibility of dealing with stray voltage
(SV) issues are the Public Service Commission (PSC) and the Department of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection (DATCP). Wisconsin can be proud that it has taken a progressive
approach with this issue and is the only state in the nation with a program that is specifi ca}l\,
charged with the task of responding to farmers’ reports of siray voltage concerns.

In Wisconsin, we have spent more than one million doHars of ratepayer funds on research of SV
and other electrical phenomena concerns. Thousands of miles of rural iine have been rebuilt as a .
direct result of our program. Wisconsin utilities are averaging more than 500 miles of ruzal lire
rebuilds each year and millions of dollars are spent on those projects. We have developed and
implemented farm wiring assistance programs with the utilities. Three million dollars of
ratepayer funds have been spent to date on these programs.

We have developed uniform testing for utilities. Our uniform phase II testing protocol is used
throughout the country to help find and reduce stray voltage levels from on-farm and off-farm
sources. We created an isolation policy that allows dairy producers to take control of the SV
issue and install devices to help mitigate sources regardless of the voltage levels found.

The Rural Electric Power Services (REPS) staff from both agencies has conducted training in
14 states and presented several national satellite broadcasts. Staff has written more than

20 technical papers to share the findings of the state program. REPS has developed and
implemented three levels of training courses (beginner, intermediate, and advanced) with the
University of Wisconsin College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Department of Biological
Systems Engineering that are presented annually. People from across the country attend these
courses.

Telephone: (608) 266-5481 Fax: (608) 266-3957 TTY: (608) 267-1479
Home Page: http://www.psc.state.wi.us E-mail: pscrecs @psc.state.wi.us
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From 1988 to 2000, the average primary neutral to reference voltages have been reduced

53 percent, and the average cow contact stray voltage levels have been reduced by 69 percent. In
1988, when we started working on this issue, we could expect that 41 percent of all dairy farms
in Wisconsin would have levels of cow contact stray voltages above an action level. Today, that
number is less than 6 percent for a reduction of 8 to 1. At the same time, the average neutral
conductor resistance has decreased 20 percent. We are very proud of these accomplishments.

The PSC's existing regulations are based on its stray voltage docket 05-EI-115. Stray voltage is
defined by the Commission as a natural phenomenon that can be found at low levels between
two contact points in any animal confinement area where electricity is grounded. The PSC
“level of concern” referred to in docket 05-EI-115 is an extremely conservative amount of stray
voltage that the PSC deems acceptable in an animal’s environment, based on considerable
government and university research.

Stray voltage is not just a utility distribution system concern. We have found that about

50 percent of stray voltage levels measured are from on-farm wiring sources. It is very
intportant fo continue to work together to enhance farm-wiring programs and provide electrical
inspection for the Wiscensin agriculture community. On average, on-farm sources of SV have -
increased about 4 percent since 1988, We believe the lack of funding, certified electricians and
state electrical inspector presence and authority contribute to this rise. Electrical inspection
needs tc be the backbone of any new farm wiring program.

For several years, the Public Service Commission’s REPS pregram has required investor-owned
niilities to report first time stray voltage investigation data fo us. A utility database has beer
constructed according to the specifications developed by the PSC REPS program. Each investor-
owned utility collects data over six-month periods and submits a completed report to the PSC
REPS. To date, the utilities have submitted data on 5,097 farms.. Sometimes the data is
unknown, but the utilities report as much data as is possible to gather. The data can then be
analyzed for trends over time, averages, distributions, and other statistical properties.

We would be happy to incorporate SV data from electric cooperatives into our existing database.
If you decide to move forward with this idea, we recommend that the Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association’s (WECA) central office submit the data on behalf of the individual
cooperatives. We can then track cooperative and investor-owned utilities individually, or more
importantly, as a statewide industry.

It is my understanding that the electric cooperatives have already agreed to voluntarily submit
data to the PSC regarding copperweld conductor according to PSC 113.0615 that requires each
-utility to maintain an inventory of copperweld conductor size 6A and smaller that is more than
50 years old (as of January 1, 1998). The inventory must include the amount of such conductor
by size and age and its location as needed in the distribution system. Each utility must submit its
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inventory to the PSC every four years until all of this conductor is retired and removed from
service.

We have attached a sample of the types of farm and utility data investor-owned utilities provide
to the REPS program. ‘

Thank you again for your letter. The excellent working relationship we share with you, DATCP,
and the Rural Energy Management Council gives us reason to be positive about the future. If
you need further assistance, please contact Dick Reines or me at (608) 267-6718. Dave Hansen
of the DATCP can be reached at (608) 224-5055.

: Sincerely, 6}/{\

- Mark A. Cook, Electrical Inspector
- Program Manager
Ruial Electric Power Services

- MAC:3jv:Siletter\Ott SV Reporting 4-04-01
Atiachment

* cc: Chairperson Ave M. Bie, PSC

: Secretary Jim Harsdorf, DATCP
Dave Hansen, DATCP

Dave Jenkins, WECA

Joe Hertel, COMM

Paul Nelson, PSC



State of Wisconsin
Scott McCallum, Governor

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
James E. Harsdorf, Secretary

April 3, 2001

The Honorable Al Ott

The State Assembly RPR 10 2000
State Capitol, Room 318 North

Madison, WI 53708

Dear Representative Ott:

Thank you for your letter. We were glad to be given the opportunity to share with you
and the agriculture committee, our program’s success.

As you are aware, the Public Service Commission (PSC) and the Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) have been given the responsibility
of dealing with stray voltage issues on farms in Wisconsin. We are proud of the fact that
the Rural Electric Power Services (REPS) program has taken a proactive approach when
dealing with farmer’s stray voltage concerns and that our state is the only state in the
nation to have a program used to address these various issues.

The utilities have made many improvements to their distribution systems on the urging
and encouragement of the REPS Program. They have also implemented testing protocols
and procedures that adhere to the standards set by the PSC. The REPS program works
hard to address farmer’s concerns and promotes cooperation and communication between
all the parties involved.

There are still needs in the rural community when dealing with electrical issues. DATCP
remains committed to support increasing the number of electrical inspectors in the state;
initiating a statewide rewiring program; and ongoing scientific research that may lend
insight into power quality issues.

We recognize the continuing need for dialog and exchange of ideas on this very
important topic. If you need further information please contact Mark Cook or me.

Sincerely,

e ™ Hesae

David D. Hansen
DATCP-REPS Supervisor
(608) 224-5055

cc: Secretary James E. Harsdorf, DATCP
Stan Shaw, DATCP
Mark Cook, PSC

PO Box 8911 « Madison, WI 53708-8911 « 608-224-5012 « Fax: 608-224-5045 « www.wisconsin.gov
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Napralla, Erin

From: Mark A. Cook [mark.cook@starband.net]
Sent:  Friday, March 30, 2001 8:09 AM

To: Alvin Ott

Subject: SV

Hello Al, | received your letter. | will put something together for you as some as possible regarding data

reporting for cooperatives.. Thanks
Mark A. Cook

Program Manager, Inspector
Public Service Commission
608-423-7151

608-267-6718

3/30/01
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Kalies, Beata

From: Mark A. Cook
Sent:  Thursday, March 15, 2001 7:34 PM
To: Alvin Ott ‘

Cc: Lorna Vinger; Paul *PSC Nelson
Subject: SV
Hello Al,

Thanks for the pat on the back. | was very happy to share our success with your committee. | often share
our good news with anyone that will listen but the only thing that seem to makes the press is the bad stuff.

| got your message late Thursday. | will try and put something together for you regarding the numbers. | am very
proud of the success we share. | hope you enjoyed my talk.

Thanks for your support,

Mark A. Cook

Program Manager, Inspector
Public Service Commission
608-423-7151

608-267-6718

3/16/01




